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MANY SEE SHARKS,

BUT ALL GET AWAY

Matawan's Population, with

Weapons and Dynamite, Seek
Man-Eater That Killed Two.

SCIENCE ADMITS ITS ERROR

Ne Lenger Doubted That Big Fish |

Attack Man—Mew Theorles as to-
Why Coast ls Now Infested.

Matawan Creex, the Mttls stream in
which two swimmers were killed by &
shark and another geberely bitten on
Wednésday, was alive with sharks yes-
terday, according to the scores of men
who went out to hunt them with rifles,
shotguns, boat hooks, harpoons, plkes,
and dyvnamite,

Many fired from the banks or from
motor boats at what they thought werse
sharks. Dozens were sure they had
aeen one= shark or more. There woas
well-corroborated testimony Indicating
that there were at least four in the
stream’ within two miles of where it
enters Rarltan Bay. A net of chicken
wire has beesn Birung acrosa just above
Wycofl's Dock at Matawan, where
Stanley Fisher and Lester Stilwell were
kitled on Wednesday, and a stout fish
net has been placed at o trolley bridge
& mils below to hold the sharke in the
creak until they can be shot or , har-
poonad.

Several sharks were cnught by fishers
along the New Jersey and Long Island
coaals vesterday and cut up, but no evi-
dence was found that any of them had
attacked bathers, four~of whom have
been killed and a fifth malmed by
sharks within two weelks.
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Shark Hunting a New Sport.

Eathing has come almest to a stop
along the Jersey coanst, especlally near
polnta whers the man-eaters have made
attacks, and o nedw sport, combined with
n pubiie service, the hunting of sharks,
has aprung up. ) !

Although a shark- was réported in
Sheepshead Bay yesierday, and others
weare caught off Long Island, bathing
went on as usual 4t Coney Island,
Brishten Beach, Long Beach, and othear
Island resorts [

The body of Lester Stllwell, 10 years
old, who was killed in Matawan Creek
within 100 yards of the Matawan rall-
road statlon, was not brought to the sur- |
face yesterday, despite the dillgent usae
of grappling hooks and dvnamite &t the
spot whers he was pulled under. The
gearch was go thoreugh that lts fruit-
lezsness created the ballef that the body
had been eaten or ecarrled away.

A partial - Investigatlon of tha four
ahark killlngs, conducted by the Amer-
ican Museum of Natural History, has re-
meoved the last doubt from skeptical scl-
entists as to whether a shark aver at=-
tacks a man. Dr. P A. Lueas, Director
of the Mussum, the foremost authority
on. sharkse In this country, has doubted
that any type of shark ever Attacked
a human being, and has published his

doubts, but tha recent cases have
changed his view. WWhile admitting that
sharks ars sometlmes man-killars, after
all, Dr. Lucas sald yvesterday that the
danger of & bather belng b?tten by a
shark was about as remots as of his
belng hit by Hghtning.
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. Eh'l.l:" Tiger or White Shark.

The type of shark which has been kill-
ing men Is stll In doubt. John T. Nish-
ola, Asslstant Curator of Recent Fishea
of” the Ameriean Mussum of Natural:
History. who went to Matawan, bellevasl
that a single shark, which has strayed|
a0 miles north of hia habltat, has done
all "tha killlng and malming. He be-
lieves It Is a while shark or tiger shark,
both' of which are worm. water [lshes
and hava very rarely been sesn north
of -Cape Ha:turmi:. :

The men who thought they paw sharks
in Mntawan Creell yesterday described
, themr as from seven to fiftesn feet lon
and- of the ground shark family, whic
1a common in New York waters, al-
though seldom seen near the shore and

. almost naver in small sireams. -

[ Many ehota were {ired at these sharks,
but none waa hurt, 8o -far as {5 known,
{mnd, all escaped, Thelr thick, toush
akins would hardly take:an {mpressinn
[from buckshot” and would grabﬂbly
turn the .32 calibre hullets fired at
themn, according to Asslstant Curator
| Wichols.

| ™ the morning. vhen a large part of
i tha population of Matewan had gath-
erad to see the dyhamiting ever the spot
where 1;1num-_: Stilwell was lost and Stan-
ley Tlsher maortally bitten, the exelte-
pent beenme Intense when, many Dbe-
lisved they saw. sharka moving after
each blast, The dynamite, which was seb
off on tha surface of lno water, foreed
gxaes jnio the bed of the stream and

the bubblea -which reose for some tlme
after each charge wers belleved to coma
i Trom sharks.. Men on shore polsed
EpEArd or mamuulg fingered the trig-
i gern, of rifles while awaiting thelr,
GULrTY. :

Three Sharks Seen,

Faiph Gall and others In 2 moter boat
with him off Cllifwood, near Matawan,
reported shortly after noon that they
had goen three sharks while golng up

stream In’ a motor boat from Cliffwood
toward Matawan, About a mila up-
stroam the three sharks, which had
savidently beeén driven ashead by the
motor boat, passéd under the bridge of,
the Contral” New' Jersdy Rallroad at
Matawan, azedrding to Norman and
Charles Tyce, Robert Burns, Antony
Costiek, and others, who were getting
ready-to attagh o-wire net under water
te the plera of the bridge.- Hunters
abote the hriﬂﬁe fired shots.at sharks

a:few seconds later, and men in boats
' Continued on Fage &
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MANY SEE SHARKS,
BUT ALL GET AWAY

Continued from IPage 1.

and on shore, armed with all sorta of
weapons, tried te overtake the Intrud-
ers in peaceful waters, but lost the

scent.

A litle later, when the tide ran out.
the creek zhrank te a trickle, connect-
ingy & series of water holes, and many
of these were worked unsuccessiully by
the hunters. A heavy rain came along.
however, to muddy the waters and malkoe
sharks which might be hiding al the
bottom inviaible, i

When he first went out to Investigate
the killing of George Bruder, who WAS
bitten to death In the water at Spring
Lake, Aszslstant Curator MNichols had a
theory that the attack m‘:g‘hr. have bheen
made by a killer whale. his is a slen-
der whale, aften about 30 feet long. with
black and white markings and short,
aiumpy teetn, which sometimes attacks
the larger whales, runs them out of
breath, and eats off thelr tongues and
Hps, It s not settled that the killer
w?mle attneks humansz, but Mr. Nlchols
thought Lhere was as much reasen o
suppose it was a killer as to suppose It
wns a shark.

Would Have Heen Seen Spouting.

Mr, Nichels did not put the ban on the
killer whale theory because of the nar-
rowness of Matawan Creek, which is in
gome placeg only about 20 feet wide, but
yesterday when there was no report that
i whale had been seen spouting In the

creek he put the whale idea out of hia
calculations.

The mankiller iz most likely a white
shark, Mr. Nichols thinks. It is llke an
prdinary shark. but larger, with broad,
}-yrnmldat teeth above and below, A
ull-grown one 18 a pale-graxish white.
Thev sometimes reach the length of
thirty feet.

The next most likely supposition is,
aecording to the seientist, that the man-
killer is a tlriwcr shark, which hase.a
blunt head, a long, slender body, bear-
Ing spots untll it attainsg great =size,
winen they disappenr. The adults of this
speclea range from ten to thirty feet in
lengih. They have a broad teoth with
a asow edge and a slght outward flare.
Hoth these sharks bear an Infameous
reputation in Southern waters, though
many scientists have doubled tales of
thedr ferocity toward humans,

it is very ecertalin that they do not
ordinarily attack bBathers,” sald Mr.
sighols, " but If one of them lost hig
way and got out of the Gullf Siream.
where he could no longer find the green
turtles and other food to which he waa
acrustomed, he would forage about and,
after once nttaci:!nql # bather, might
seel to make man hls staple diet, M
own belief s that a single fish of one
of these types has killeg mll four of
the baihers and that if that one |a
killed the attacks will enpd.”
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Think Sharks Merely Huongry.

The belief of flzhermen along the Jer-
#ey shore Is that the maonecaters are
ordlnary sharks turned ravenous by
seanty diet. This is the time when
the females of this type ordinarily come
near shore 0 rear their young, but
thelr numbers near land and even in
inlamngd waters 15 somelhin entirely
JTERLEN Mr., MNichols thinks the fisher-
men may possgiily be right, although
his awn theory 13 ifferent.

One explanation the fishermen offer
of the shark scourge is the war., Many
passenger ships, entering and leaving
XNew York before the war, they say.
threw over enoagh refuse o feed the
sharks, but thiz diet has been cut down
a0 that they have to hunt a mew food
supply. Anuther story is that the cateh-
ing of =0 many mnss bunkers, sluggish
fizh, rald te be affected by sharks, has
caused hunger to spur them shoreward |
fur prey, 1

Mos2 bunkers, which are manufactured !
inte nil and compost, have been netted:
tn swelh enormous quantliles for facvtories!
atong the Jersey shore that within two |
vears they have practicalls {Ifs:ipppﬁrudl
armd the indusiry bas about gone outl of!
exlslance,

A shark scare thinned the bathers
near Sheepshend RBay yexierday morn-
Ing. afier about Iifiy persons, who were
at breakfast on the porch of the Bean
BElvage Hotel at the oot of BEmimons
Avenue, hod seen g fin gliding threugh
the water near Thomae Rlehard, azsist- !
ant steward of the hotel. whe was swim-
MingE near a motorboat a few feet from
the hotel. Jany sereamed when they
#aw  Richard race for the motorboat
amd climb in, drawing his lezz out of
the water a fraction of a second before
the ripple passed where he had been.

Splashed the Shark.

Gertriude Hoffman, the dancer, had
the presence of mind to remember that
ghe had read in Tur Tiues that a
bather ean scare away a shark by
splashing, and she beat up the water
furlously when she saw a fin near her.
at 10 o'clock yesterdav morning, while
swimming several hundred feet off the:
foot of West Thirty-first Street, Conev
Island. She wos not sure afterward
whether she had had her trouble for

nothing or had barely escaped death,

A seven-fool shark was cauzht In the
oeean  between  Elberon  and Long !
Eranch by Captain John Lundsy veeter-
day. A ten-foot rhark was pulled op
with hook and line and findshed off
with o zaff and clubs yesterday by H.
R. Gildersleeve and Leroy Reeves pear
Riverhead, L. 1. The second shark in
A werlk wosf caught vesterday at Fair-
field BEeach, a popular bathing beach
near Bridgeport, Conn. ’

At Sech Girt  vesterday  Governer
Fielder sald he had been approachod |
by soveral persons who wanted to know .
what he was going to do about (e
zharke and that he had told all that
the local suthorities must de whatever
s done. It iz very evident from the
widely acatterad polnts at which at- .
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tacks have been made,” the Goveroner
said, "™ that the entire coast line is
| frequented by schools of sharks, No
| explanation has yet been offered for

i thelr presence, and I do not see how
cthe State can do anything to protect:

| bathers. It would require an enormous

appropriation te patrel the 130 miles of
coast.

SHARKS SEEN IN THE HUDSON.

Berkshire Sighted Two Headed Up
the River NMNear Tarrytown.

Twa very large lah, sald to be sharks
by those on board the Huodson River
steamer Derkshire, passed the vessel
going up the river, opposite Tarryvtown,
P vesterday merning at about 5:30 o'clock,
Thelr presence wasz detected when sev-

:-Hra'l passengers saw a large triangular
| fin pass the vessel with great speed,
Robtert Falmer of Troy, N. Y., who

iﬁptnd:& his Winters in Southern lati-
{ tudes and is famillar with sharks, told
|

Ithem the [in was that of a shark and a
very large one. They went to the hurri-
icant deck and told Captain Wilson
about it and he was inclined to think it
| was a joke,

Whiles the passengers were talking
with him there was a cry of " Shark!
Another shark!" and they looked to
siarboard, where they saw ancther large
[in streaking up the river. The secona
 Tish seemed to follow the same Ccourse
as the first and its fin waea in sight for
BOmMa time,

!
| CAUGHT TWO SHARKS AT SEA.

Skipper Thinks Jersey Visitors
Came from Newfoundland.

Captain R. J. De Shields of the Ber-
|:mu:llan. sloop-rigged pilot boat Sir
! George Somers, which arrived yesterday
Cfrom St George’s to have Ao motor en-
|g|:|'|t installed, said he was wery miuch
| surprised to hear that man-eating sharks
hads bitten bathers off the XNew Jersey
shore.

““We have plenty of sharks around
Bermuda,"  the weteran skipper said,
* but I have never heard of the big fish
biting any one, although peopls bathe
In the =sea off shore all the year round.
It Is qulte possible that the sharks have
come In to shorea from the Banks of
Newfoundland in search of fish to eat,
a=s the figh are very plentiful this Sum-
mer.

Just  after eight bells vesterday
morning we sighted a shark fully fifteen
feet I-un:i'. about 10 miles from Sandy
Hool, ‘our days ago we caught two
sharks Wwith the hook, one eight feet
and the other ten feet long. ‘The fins
werae cut off to nail on the end of tha
boom, and the backbones wera taken out
of the sharks and bolled in the galley ta
make walking canes of."'

Captain De Shields. who, like the five
members of his crew, iz a native Ber-
mudian, said the pilot boat left St.
George's on July 1. The whole Atlantle
Coast waters from Bermuda fo Sandy
Hook was swarming with flsh. he said,
and, in his oplnlon, that waz the causa
of the blg man-eating sharks coming In
from the Atlantle.
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